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planted under Venetian rule, but capable of yielding
everywhere abundant harvests of grain and wine. Here,
it might be thought, a colony would have sprung up to
be classed among the most peaceful of Hell-erne com-
munities: here in fact grew up perhaps the most tur-
bulent and ferocious of Greek societies. Alliance with
Athens did little to soften the violence of their passions;
and the rapid developement of the feud between the
Korkyraian colony and the mother city of Corinth may
be attested by the tradition that the first naval battle of
the Greeks was fought by the fleets of these two cities.

The mainland facing Korkyra was the habitation of a
number of tribes, some of which were regarded as
Epeirots and belonging in some sort to the Hellenic stock,
^northern whtte others were looked upon as mere bar-
Hellas,          barians. Nay, their claim to be considered
Hellenes was admitted by some and rejected by others,
a fact sufficiently proving the looseness of the theories
which sought to define the limits of the Hellenic ^voiid.
Socially and morally these tribes stood much on the
same level. The physical features of the country, broken
up throughout by hills and mountains, made the growth
of cities impossible; and even the village communities
scattered over this wild region were linked together, if
joined at all, by the slenderest of bonds. Of these tribes
the most reputable were the Akarnanians, whose lack
of cunning gave to their brutal Aitolian neighbours
a decided advantage over them. The tribes to the
north, known to the southern Greeks under the common
name of Epeirotai, or people of the mainland, were dis-
tinguished among themselves as Chaonians, Thespro-
tians, Molossians, or by other names; and to some of
these also we find one historian denying the Hellenic
character which is conceded to them by another. Still
further to the north and tjje east stretched a vast region